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A detailed account of the various manifestations of Italo-Jugo-
slav hostility during the years 1929 to 1934 would be out of place
here, and it must suffice to indicate certain of the more serious of
the periodical crises which reminded other European states that the
Adriatic problem had not yet found a permanent solution. On the
24th March, 1929, for instance, there was an incident at Pola, on
the Istrian coast, when shots were fired at a procession of Fascists on
their way to record their votes in the national plebiscite which was
held on that day. In the following month the Giornak $ Italia pub-
lished the alleged text of a document relating to the organization of
Serbian Komitaji bands which was declared to supply proof of the
complicity of the Jugoslav authorities in the activities of such bands.
These allegations were indignantly denied in Jugoslavia. In October
1929 great resentment was aroused in Jugoslavia by the sentences'
which were passed by a special tribunal at Pola on five Slovenes who
had been arrested in connexion with the incident of the 24th March
and who were said to belong to a Jugoslav irredentist association
known as ' Orjuna'. One of the accused men was sentenced to death
and the other four to imprisonment for thirty years.

A bomb explosion in February 1930 in the office of a Fascist news-
paper at Trieste, which caused one death, was followed by the arrest
of a number of Slovenes who were accused of being concerned in this
affair and in other recent outrages in the neighbourhood. At the
beginning of September 1930 fourteen persons were put on trial on
these charges (a number of others who were indicted had escaped to
Jugoslavia), and some of them were said to have admitted their
membership of secret societies whose object was to throw off the
Italian hold over Venezia Giulia. This trial ended in four of the
accused being sentenced to death and the rest to varying terms of
imprisonment. Demonstrations of protest took place in Zagreb and
other towns in Jugoslavia, whereupon the Italian Press retaliated by
publishing a further report on certain documents, alleged to in-
criminate the Jugoslav authorities, which were said to have fallen
into Italian hands.

In March 1931 the Italian Government protested against the
presence of Jugoslav officials at special services which were held in all
Roman Catholic Churches in Jugoslavia on the 19th March on behalf
of the Slovenes in Istria, who were said to be the victims of Italian
oppression, and at the end of March the Archbishop of Ljubljana,
who wished to visit Gorizia, was refused entry into Italian territory.
In December 1931 there was yet another trial of some thirty men of
Slav origin who were accused of terrorist acts .in Venezia Giulia; but